
Mike Wright 
 

1

Establishing the new believer (disciple) in the assurance of salvation 
 

 
Training objective: that the new believer (disciple) confirms their conversion 
experience and lives out their relationship with Christ assured of God’s promises 
to secure them in their commitment to Christ. 
 

I. What 
Assurance of salvation is being confident of our conversion experience 
(regeneration) in Christ because our spiritual conversion is founded on 
and guaranteed by the promises of God’s Word. 
 

“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were 
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those 
who are God’s possession----to the praise of His glory.” [Ephesians 
1:13-14, NIV] 

 
 

II. Why 
a. The new believer may doubt their conversion experience and 

waiver in their faith in God (James 1:6). 
b. The devil will try to create doubt in the believer (Matthew 13:20-21; 

1 Peter 5:8). 
c. If the believer is not founded in the Word of God, their relationship 

with Christ could be solely aligned with their emotional experience, 
wavering in their commitment to and trust in God when they do not 
“feel” like a Christian (1 Corinthians 2:12, John 1:12). 

d. If the believer consistently doubts the guarantee of God to secure 
their salvation, they may create a “works-based” religion. This may 
lead to trying to earn their way to heaven by good works. They may 
believe that they can never “measure up” to God’s expectations 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). 

e. When a believer doubts their conversion experience, they may 
repeatedly go to God seeking another conversion experience each 
time they doubt their conversion or each time they sin. This in turn, 
creates a vicious cycle of inconsistent living, a journey of anxiety, 
and a fragile relationship with Christ reduced to vacillation 
(Philippians 4:6-7). 

f. In order for a disciple to mature into a disciple maker, they must be 
assured of their salvation experience in order to build into the lives 
of others (2 Timothy 2:15). 
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III. How 
a. Personally: Live out your assurance in your own personal salvation 

experience. 
i. Include biblical references which anchored your faith. 
ii. Share personal assurance experiences and victories as you 

applied God’s Word and trusted Him. 
b. Pray: Ask God to assure the new disciple of their salvation 

experience. 
c. Plan: 

i. Explain what assurance of salvation is.  
ii. Ask new believer to share their conversion experience 

1. Verify that they confessed their sins, asked for 
forgiveness, believed, and accepted Christ declaring 
Him Lord of their life. 

2. If necessary, re-confirm salvation experience by 
having them read through the plan of salvation while 
you listen. Verify each verse with the disciple’s 
conversion experience: Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, 
John 3:3, John 14:6, Romans 10:9-11; 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4, 2 Corinthians 5:15 & John 1:12. 

3. Verify that they have been living a repentant lifestyle 
in which they have turned toward the Lord, following, 
and obeying Him (Romans 12:1-2).  

4. In the event they did not really have a genuine 
conversion experience before, ask them now if they 
would like to accept Christ into their life (If they are 
not a believer do not continue this particular study on 
assurance of salvation). 

iii. Have the new believer read the following scriptures on 
assurance of the believer. Explain and discuss each 
passage as you go. Gain agreement on each point along 
with the corresponding Scripture(s) before moving onto the 
next point. 

1. God has given us the gift of salvation and cannot take 
it back (Romans 6:23). 

2. Assurance rests in the genuineness of our salvation 
experience (Romans 10:1-11; John 1:12-13; Matthew 
7:21). 

3. God’s seal is our assurance (Ephesians 1:13-14; 
4:30). 

4. The Holy Spirit testifies to our spirit that we are God’s 
children (Romans 8:15-17). 

5. The Holy Spirit is a deposit guaranteeing our future 
inheritance in heaven (2 Corinthians 5:5). 

6. God will not allow anyone to snatch us out of His 
hand (John 10:25-30). 
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iv. Answer the question: What happens if the believer sins? 
1. God disciplines His children if they sin (Hebrews 12:4-

13). 
2. If you sin, confess, accept God’s forgiveness, keep 

walking with the Lord (1 John 1:8-10). 
3. Continue to obey and follow Christ (Romans 12:1-2). 

d. Pray with the new disciple asking God to assure the new disciple of 
their conversion experience. 

e. Assign the new believer the development of their personal 
testimony which needs to contain these main areas each with the 
corresponding scripture: 

i. Brief section describing life before Christ. 
ii. What created their interest in Christ or prompted the search? 
iii. What challenged them about the way they had been living? 
iv. Describe what happened surrounding the events of their 

conversion experience. 
v. Tell what their life in Christ is like now and the changes He 

has made in their life. 
f. Meet again to review their testimony. 

i. Give positive feedback. 
ii. Discuss areas for improvement. 

g. Meet again to review their updated testimony. 
h. Model sharing your testimony with another person while they 

watch. 
i. Have them begin to share their testimony with their friends and 

relatives. 
i. Meet together to listen to their experiences in sharing their 

personal testimony with others. 
j. Follow-up with the new disciple by continuing to disciple them in 

other foundational biblical truths. 
i. Spiritual warfare 
ii. The Bible 
iii. God the Father 
iv. God the Son 
v. God the Holy Spirit 
vi. Baptism 

k. Encourage the new disciple to disciple others in this area of 
assurance of salvation.  

 
 

IV. Resources 
a. Publications/workbooks/tracts: 

i. Lessons on Assurance (Colorado Springs: CO, NavPress, 
1980). 

ii. Griffiths, Michael C., Christian Assurance (London: England, 
Inter-Varsity Press, 1967). 
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iii. Hostetter, B. Charles, How to Get Assurance (Scottsdale: 
PA, Herald Press, 1964). 

iv. Beginning with Christ (Colorado Springs: CO, NavPress, 
1980). 

v. Thirty Discipleship Exercises (Minneapolis: MN, Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association, 1998). 

vi. Hobbs, Hershel H, The Baptist Faith and Message 
(Nashville: TN, Convention Press, 1996). 

vii. Estep, Doss & Slough, Jay , International Doctrinal Study 
(Liberty Heights Church, Liberty Township, Ohio, 2004). 

b. Illustrations: 
i. Giving and receiving a gift illustrating that salvation is also a 

“gift” from God. Main point-when you give a gift you do not 
ask for it back. We are secure in our conversion relationship 
with Christ. 

ii. Illustrate the safety seal on food or liquid products which acts 
as a guarantee of our safety. The seal of the Holy Spirit 
gives us a guarantee that God honors His commitments to 
us. 

iii. Illustrate a small object being grasped in your hand. Ask 
others to get it out of your hand. They cannot get it out of 
your hand. This is an illustration of how God holds the 
believer in His hand and no one can take the believer out of 
God’s hand. 

c. Books: 
i. Stanley, Charles, Eternal Security (Nashville: TN, Thomas 

Nelson Publishers, 1990). 
ii. Ryrie, Charles C., So Great Salvation: What it Means to 

Believe in Jesus Christ (Wheaton: IL, Victor Books, 1989). 
 
 

 


