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TEACHING A NEW CHRISTIAN ABOUT:  ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 
 
 
Training Objective:  That the Christian has full confidence and conviction that the penalty of 
their sins has been paid and that heaven has been secured as their eternal destiny by Christ’s death 
and resurrection.  They are free from doubt and uncertainty. 
 
John 1027My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all ; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 
 
Romans 835Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we 
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
I.  What 
Assurance of salvation provides a joyous freedom to live the Christian life.  The Christian has 
been forgiven by God in Christ and is now free to forgive others and to love others as they have 
first been loved by God.  Fully assured of God’s salvation, the believer can begin to walk in the 
footsteps of Christ. 
 
1 John 5 12He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 
1 John 417In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 19We love because 
he first loved us. 
 
II. Why 
 

A. It helps a new Christian understand and experience God’s great love for them and His 
desire for the best for them. 

 
B. It shows them that becoming a Christian is the start of this most exciting relationship with 

God.  It is the start of a new life for them. 
 2 Corinthians 517Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 
 has come! 
 

C. It gives them confidence in knowing they are a child of God. 
 John 112Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
 children of God-- 
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D. It gives them certainty about their relationship with God.  Good parents want their children 
to be sure about their relationship with them.  God, in the same way, wants us to be sure 
about our relationship with Him. 

 1 John 513 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
 know that you have eternal life. 
 

E. It helps them be shielded from Satan and his tricks which cause believers to doubt their 
salvation. 

 1 Peter 15who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is 
 ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 

F. It allows Christians to live confidently knowing that God will complete what He has 
started. 

 Philippians 16being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
 completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 

G. It helps a disciple know God more deeply through the riches of His grace. 
 Ephesians 17In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
 with the riches of God's grace 
 

H. It helps a Christian learn about assurance both as a result of living an obedient life and 
through the abiding presence and inner testimony of the Holy Spirit. 

 1 John 2 3We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4The man who says, 
 "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But if 
 anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in 
 him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 
 1 John 4 13We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
 

I. It teaches them that the promises in the Bible, the Word of God, are completely 
 reliable and that they do not change. 

 Matthew 28 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
 with you always, to the very end of the age." 
 
III. How 
 

A. Model – Be a model of a new creation in Christ, living joyously and confidently as a child 
of God in close relationship with your Lord. 

 
B. Prayer 
 

 1.  Pray for the new disciple to know about and experience the confidence attained  
      through assurance of salvation 
 

 2.  Pray together with them to help them deepen their walk with Christ. 
 

C. Scripture Verse Study 
  
 1.  Choose a Scripture reference related to assurance of salvation. 
   i.e. Philippians 1:6, 1 John 5:13, John 10:27, Romans 8:38-39 
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 2.  Have them list two key words in the verse and define them. 
 
 3.  Ask them to rewrite the verse in their own words—paraphrase. 
 
 4.  Discuss how this truth can be applied in their life today. 
 
 5.  Share an example with them on how you have applied this truth in your life. 
 
 6.  Do this with at least one verse per week. 
 

7. The following week discuss with them where they have seen God working with this 
truth in their life in the past week. 

 
8. Always share your experience in discussions about how application of Scripture and 

assurance has made a difference in your life. 
 
D. Memorize  
 

1. Help them memorize several key Scripture verses about assurance of salvation. 
 
2. Start with Philippians 1:6. 

 
3. Ask them which other verses you’ve discussed are most meaningful and helpful to 

them to remind them of God’s promises when their confidence is shaken. 
 

4. Help them memorize and discuss with them how when their confidence is shaken they 
will go to those key verses in study and prayer. 

 
E. Spend Time 

  
 1.  Ask them what kinds of doubts or questions they have about assurance of salvation. 
 
 2.  Spend time discussing their doubts, the circumstances surrounding them, Biblical truth, 
      and sharing your experiences dealing with these doubts. 
 

3. Talk about struggles that you have faced. 
 

4. Discuss areas of earthly assurance and similarities and differences of assurance of     
salvation. 

 
5. Discuss the sacraments of baptism and communion as a means God has given us to 

strengthen our assurance and know that we are loved and forgiven. 
 

6. Share communion together. 
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7. Discuss the role of the community of believers in assurance—encouraging one another 
and pronouncing the forgiveness of sins. 

       John 20 22And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 
       anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 
 

8. Discuss how God transforms us from within producing the character of Jesus in our 
lives. 

       Galatians 5 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,  
       faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
 

9. Discuss how our relationships and our attitude change toward God and toward other 
people as a Christian assured of salvation. 

 
10. Discuss how the Spirit witnesses to us. 

       Romans 8 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you  
       received the Spirit of sonship.  And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16The Spirit himself testifies  
       with our spirit that we are God's children. 
 
 11. Summary of three key points they should know:  Certainty is based on: 
  a.  What God has promised.     (The Word of God) 
  b.  What Jesus died to achieve.   (The Work of Jesus) 
  c.  On the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. (The Witness of the Spirit) 
 

F. Perseverance 
 

1. Help them to understand and to persevere—to remain steadfast in the love of God and to 
patiently endure hardship.  Give them your personal assurance to run the race with them. 

    Hebrews 12 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
       off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance  
      the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,  
      who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right  
      hand of the throne of God. 

 
G.  Duplication 
 
 1.  Encourage them to spend time with a new Christian sharing how assurance of salvation 
      has given them a life of confidence, freedom and joy. 
  

 2.  Spend time with them and their friend so you can help, give confidence and encourage 
      their sharing how being free from doubt has changed their outlook on life.  Share your    
      personal story of assurance as well. 
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IV. Resources 
 

A. Publications 
 
 1.  Steps to Peace With God   (World Wide Publications) 
 
 2.  Beginning Your Christian Life (Billy Graham Association) 
      (grason.org) 
 
 3.  Philippians: Run the Race  (Willow Creek Association) 
 
 4.  Bible 101:  Personal Devotions (Willow Creek Association) 
 
 5.  Bible 101:  Study Methods  (Willow Creek Association) 
 
 6.  Run Baby, Run by Nicky Cruz (Logos & Associates) 
 
 7.  The Cross and the Switchblade by David Wilkerson  (Jove Publishing) 
 
 8.  The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom  (Revell) 
 

B. Tapes / CDs / DVDs 
 
 1.  How Can I Know I Belong to God?  (Willow Creek Association) 
 
 2.  Eternal Security – Is Salvation Forever?  (northpoint.org) 
 
 


