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Objective:  To learn what the Bible teaches about childrearing and parenting, so that the 
Christian may develop a Godly approach to childrearing in both attitude and practice. 
 
I. What 
 

Godly childrearing means seeking God’s will and guidance to raise our children in 
God’s grace so that they may know, love, trust and obey Him. 

 
II. Why 
 

A. The Bible is the supreme authority by which we know God’s revealed will for the 
development of our Christian character and life (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

 
B. Children are a blessing from the Lord (Ps. 127:3).  This implies that children are 

not our own but ultimately God’s sacred trust to us.  Fulfilling that trust requires 
that we learn what God requires of us as parents. 

 
C. One of the chief reasons that marriage is to be honored is that it may produce 

Godly offspring (Mal. 2:16).  God desires that parents raise Godly children (Deut. 
6:6-9; Prov. 22:6) and this requires that parents are Godly in their childrearing. 

 
D. God calls those whom he has chosen his children (Deut. 14:1).  Thus, the 

relationship of parent and child serves as a model for the relationship between 
God and his people.  This implies that parents have an obligation to represent God 
rightly to their children by modeling Godly character in childrearing. 

 
E. Raising Godly children is essential to the spread of God’s Kingdom.  The people 

of Israel fell into disbelief and sin when the parents did not teach their children to 
know the Lord and what he had done for them (Judges 2:10-11). 

 
III. How 
 

A. Continually commit your children, and your parenting, to the Lord.   
1. Application:  Pray unceasingly for your children (1 Thes. 5:17). 
2. Application:  Give your children regular blessings at bedtime and on special 

occasions (see Resources below for ideas). 
3. Suggestion:  Frame the words of your child’s dedication to the Lord and hang 

them as a reminder where you will regularly see and read them. 
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B. Learn and apply what the Bible teaches about parenting and childrearing. 
1. Application:  Read the book of Proverbs and make a list of those that can be 

applied to childrearing; then pray to the Lord to make them true of you. 
2. Application:  Use a concordance to look up verses related to “father,” 

“mother,” “children,” etc., and memorize those that seem meaningful. 
3. Suggestion:  Find examples of both good and bad parenting behavior (e.g., 

Timothy raised to know the Lord; Levi not correcting his sons) and pray that 
you will follow the example of the former while avoiding the latter. 

 
C. Always protect, trust, hope and persevere in love for your children (1 Cor. 13). 

1. Application:  Always forgive your children as Christ has forgiven you (as the 
Father welcomed home his prodigal son) 

2. Application:  Ask your child’s forgiveness when you have failed to act 
towards him/her as Christ commands (Matt. 5:23). 

 
D. Consistently teach your children to know the Lord and walk in his ways (Deut. 

4:9; 6:7; 11:19).   
1. Application:  Worship the Lord joyfully with your children (Ps. 100).  Discuss 

the Sermon as a family and find application to your lives. 
2. Application:  Have family devotional times (such as at breakfast and/or on 

Sunday evenings).  See resources below. 
3. Application:  Listen for your child’s “heart issues” and look for teachable 

opportunities to influence their hearts for Christ. 
4. Suggestion:  Build family traditions that incorporate the true meaning of 

holidays such as Christmas, Easter, etc.  For examples, read the Christmas 
story on Christmas Eve; celebrate a family Seder before Easter. 

 
E. Encourage your children to live lives worthy of God (1 Thes. 2:11). 

1. Application:  trust in the Lord with all your heart and ask Him to develop 
Godly character so that you may model Christ’s character to your children. 

2. Application:  Test worldly wisdom and ask whether we should be content with 
this standard or seek something closer to God’s heart. 

3. Application:  Serve others in need so that your children will see that it is good 
to love and serve the Lord (Rom 12:1). 

 
F. Lovingly discipline your children for their good (Prov. 3:1,11-12; 4:1-10; 6:20-

24; 13:24; Heb. 12:5-11). 
1. Command:  Do not discipline your children in anger, for this will not produce 

Godly results (Jas. 1:20).   
2. Command:  Do not exasperate your children or provoke their bitterness 

through harsh words or an unloving attitude (Prov. 15:1; Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21). 
3. Application:  Discuss discipline with your spouse and decide in advance how 

to handle difficult situations.   
4. Suggestion:  Read a Godly book on parenting (see resources below) and/or 

take a parenting class with other Christians; discuss with your spouse and 
decide how God would have you apply the advice to your family. 
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F. Love your wife so that your marriage is a model of Godly love between a man 

and a woman, and so God may bless your marriage and your children (Mal. 2). 
1.  Application:  Honor your spouse in front of your children. 
2.  Application (for men):  Never let your children disrespect your wife. 
3.  Suggestion:  Have a date with your spouse at least once per month. 

 
IV.  Questions for Discussion and Consideration  
 

1. How do you interact with your children?   
2. What issues are you facing in childrearing?   
3. How do handle conflict with your children and spouse? 
4. How do you handle discipline?  What are the results?   
5. How could you discipline in a more Godly manner? 
6. Where would you like to grow as a parent? 
7. How is your relationship with your spouse?   
8. How would you like your marriage to improve? 

 
V.  Resources 
 

Ted Tripp.  Shepherding a Child’s Heart.  Shepherd Press (800-338-1445). 
 

Henry Cloud and John Townsend.  Boundaries with Kids.  Zondervan. 
 
David Michael.  A Father’s Guide to Blessing His Children.  Desiring God Ministries 
(888-DGM-4700). 
 
Noel Piper.  Treasuring God in our Traditions.  Crossway. 
 
Jim Weidmann and Kurt Bruner.  An Introduction to Family Nights Tool Chest.  
Focus on the Family. 
 
Norm Wakefield.  Equipping Men: Practical Tools for Life’s Issues (tape series).  
Tapes #2 and #3 “The Calling Out of Sons” and tape #4 “A Father and His 
Daughter.”  Elijah Ministries, Bulverde, TX (830-980-5606). 
 

 


