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Living In God’s Will 
 
 

Training Objective:  The Christian sees that God has a purpose and will 
for our lives, understands the importance of learning His will, and 
begins the practice of seeking it and following it.   

 
 
I. What 
 

Living in God’s will means that we actively seek knowledge and 
understanding of what God desires and chooses for our lives.  These desires 
and choices are expressed both in a general way (His will for all believers) 
and a specific way (His will for us individually).  Also, there must be an 
acceptance of God’s Sovereignty.  He ultimately chooses or determines His 
will for our lives and we are called to surrender to it.  We must by His grace, 
obediently and actively pursue His desires for our lives.  In doing so, we also 
show our love and gratitude for all He has for us and done for us. 

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.  I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  
My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.  When I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.  All the days ordained 
for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  How precious to me are 
your thoughts, O God!  How vast is the sum of them.”  Psalm 139:13-17, NIV 

II. Why 
 

A. “That it might go well” with us… Scripture indicates that a desire and 

pursuit of obedience to God’s will, born out of a love relationship with Him, 

leads to wellness.  Wellness could include God’s provision, protection, or 

peace. 

Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so 

that it might go well with them and their children forever!  Deuteronomy 5:29, NIV 

 

"Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD.  "Though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow;  though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  

 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if you resist and 

rebel, you will be devoured by the sword."  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.   

Isaiah 1:18-20, NIV 
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B.  Jesus always sought the Father’s will and so then should we. 

  “your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  Matthew 6:10, NIV 

 

“Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 

possible, may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as you will.”  Matthew 

26:39, NIV 
 
C. God gave us His Spirit to guide us and intercede for us so that we might 

know His will. 

“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak 

on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.”  

John 16:13, NIV 

 

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 

pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  

And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.  And we know that in all things 

God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 

purpose.”  Romans 8:26-28 
 

D. His will is good, pleasing, and perfect. 
 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform 
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.”  Romans 12:1-2, NIV  

 
III. How 

 
A.  Establish or Grow the desire of the new disciple to live in God’s will. 

 
 “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will 

for you in Christ Jesus.”  1 Thes. 5:16-18, NIV 
 
 1. The Psalms are great place to focus to grow our desire to live in 

God’s will as we experience the psalmist’s fervor for the Lord.  Have 
the disciple spend their daily quiet time on reading and praying 
through Psalm 27, one verse at a time (total of 14 verses).  Each day 
reflect on what this verse would mean for them and their lives 
practically.  Picture the reality of the desires and truths being poured 
out. 
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 2. Study the Lord’s Prayer (in Matthew 6) one phrase at a time.  Each 
day find at least two other scriptures that support each phrase.  
Meditate on those truths and ask God to make Jesus’ prayer yours.  
Consider the order of each statement of the prayer.  What does this 
demonstrate in our pursuit of God’s will? 

 
B. Help them continue to learn God’s “general” will for all believers. 
 
 1. Study Ephesians 1.  What does this reveal about God’s will?  Which 

truths or instruction are for all believers?  Are you able to determine 
or see what God desires of you and for you individually in light of 
what you’ve read? 

 
C. Show the disciple some ways that God has revealed His specific plans to 

those in the bible and how we might determine His will for us.  Here are 
two… 

 
1. Visions and Dreams – Do a concordance search of “visions” and 

“dreams” to see how God has spoken through these methods.  An 
example would be Jacob’s ladder to heaven dream. 

 
 
2. His Word—Through quiet times of reading and praying through 

scripture, His Spirit often confirms or reveals a next step or focus for 
us.  Spend time this week asking God to reveal Himself to you in a 
specific way through His word.  Journal about what happens, how 
you feel about it, what you learn from it. 

 
 
D. Help them see that we will often not understand God’s will, His plans or 

purposes.  This is when we must exercise faith, trust, and placing our 
hope in Him alone. 

 
1. Identify specific things in your life that have happened or are 

happening that you question/have questioned “Why, Lord?”  What 
answers did you receive?  Memorize the following scripture to recall 
in such times. 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares 
the LORD.  "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  Isaiah 55:8-9, NIV  
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IV. Resources 

 
A. Publications 

 
1. Knowing God’s Will Made Easier, Mark Water, Hendrickson 

Publishers, 1998 
2. Discovering God’s Will, DVD & Study Guide, Andy Stanley, 

Multinomah, 2004 
3. God’s Will, William Childers, Xulon Press, 2003 
4. Seeking God’s Will-Pilgrimage Series, Dudley Deiffs, NavPress 1998 
5. The Mystery of God’s Will – What Does He Want For Me, Charles 

Swindoll, Thomas Nelson, 1999 
6. Praying God’s Will For My Life – Lee Robers, Thomas Nelson, 2001 
7. Finding God’s Will, J.I. Packer, Inter-Varsity Press, 1999 


