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Listening to God’s Leadings 
 
Training objective: To develop in a new believer a pattern of life that routinely listens for God’s 
voice/leadings and responds to them.   
 
What 
 
The Christian life is one of growing sensitivity to God’s Spirit.  Being led by him is not an exceptional 
thing that occurs during major crossroads/decisions of life, but it is daily experience.  God can and 
does guide us in everything we do and we should cultivate our ability to hear his leadings. 
 

- God desires to speak to us and actively guides his people in his ways all the time. 
o Psalm 25:8-9 

- Christ has paved the way for us to hear from God and be led by him through the Spirit. 
o John 16:5-15 – especially 15 
o John 17:25-26 

- Being led by God is normative for believers. 
o Romans 8:14 

 
Why 
 

- Dependence / Loving Obedience / Intimacy with God 
o John 15:1-8 = we are incapable of producing any fruit apart from remaining in him. 
o John 15:9-13 = we are to obey his command to love one another out of love for him. 
o John 15:14-16 = as we remain & obey our intimacy/friendship with God grows. 

 
As we remain in him he will lead us in the way of love and our relationship will grow.  These verses 
aren’t speaking of reading and keeping the written law, but they are speaking about an active process 
that involves every part of our life.  As we practice remaining our sensitivity to the leadings of the 
Spirit will grow.  As our sensitivity grows we will understand his love for us and his command to love 
one another will become clearer.  As we continue to listen and respond the depth of our relationship 
with him will grow. 
 
How  
 
There are a variety of contexts in which God can speak to us.  Here are a few that a new believer can 
practice and experiment with. 

- God’s word 
o 2 Timothy 3:14-17 – The scriptures are intended to train us… to develop patterns 

and practices in our lives. 
o James 1:22-25 – We are intended to listen to and be guided by the word of God. 
o Experiment with God’s Word – encourage a new believer to commit to 

experimenting in this area for a couple of weeks. 
 

- Prayer 
o James 1:5-6 – When we need guidance from God we can ask confidently, he is 

eager to give it. 
o Experiment with Prayer – encourage a new believer to commit to experimenting in 

this area for a couple of weeks. 
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- Sabbath 

o 1 Kings 19:9-11 – This passage reminds us that God’s voice is often gentle and 
even quiet.  To hear it we need to withdraw and quiet ourselves. 

o Luke 5:16 – We are reminded how often the savior practiced this behavior 
o Experiment with the Sabbath – encourage a new believer to commit to 

experimenting in this area for a couple of weeks. 
 

- God’s people  
o Acts 15:1-35 – We see how God’s people sought to hear God by consulting other 

wise believers.  We also see how the apostles discussed and came to a conclusion.  
Seeking input from other Christ followers is a consistent way we can listen to God. 

o Experiment with God’s People – encourage a new believer to commit to 
experimenting in this area for a couple of weeks. 

 


