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Outreach (“living like Jesus did”) 
 

Objective 
 
The purpose is to understand our calling as believers, to “reach out” by understanding how Jesus lived and 
what he has called us to.  We need to move from apathy, to empathy and then to advocacy.  

 
 

What 
 
Living like Jesus did is a process, and you want them to figure out where they are in that process.  You want to 
help them move from apathy to advocacy, to become the hands of Jesus in whatever context they find 
themselves in. 

 
 
Why 
 
leitourgio is the Greek for worship or service. 

 
-Leitourgio is where we get the word liturgy.  It is speaking of worship and service.  It’s not one or the other, 
both are required of a Priest.   
 
-We must all understand our role as Priests.  Our focus as followers of Christ is outreach to the sojourners, 
widows, orphans & poor.   
 
-God makes it so clear in the scriptures how important it is to him.  Here are a few examples… 
 
Psalm 146:9-“The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of 
the wicked he brings to ruin.” (ESV) 
 
Zechariah 7:10-“do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor, and none of you devise 
evil against another in your heart.” (ESV) 
 
Jesus himself said; “Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.” –Matthew 25:45 (ESV) 
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How 
 
Leitourgio starts with empathy, and leads to advocacy.  Our ultimate goal is for Christ followers to be 
advocates for the sojourners, widows, orphans & poor. 
 
ASK                TRY                 FOCUS                 SACRIFICE 
 

1. Ask-Pray, ask God to stir your heart to move (Praying for empathy).  The process actually might start at 
empathy because many people are apathetic to what is happening around them.  They must begin to 
open their eyes to what God is doing around them, and ask God to move in their heart. 
 

2. Try- Just try something, get out there and take a risk.  Too often we are afraid to move until we have a 
clear direction.  It’s important to follow the leadings God is placing in our hearts, but sometimes we 
don’t find them until we take a risk and try something.  It’s important to emphasize that it will look 
different for all of us.   
 

3. Focus- Place all your efforts on something that you feel passionate about.  There are so many ways 
that God is working today, and so many things that are good.  There is no way that we can pursue all of 
them.  At this point in the process it’s important to begin to focus on a particular area and pour energy 
into that.  It might not just be one single thing, but we must begin to narrow things down. 
 

4. Sacrifice- Go the extra mile and give till it hurts for what God has placed in your heart (Advocate).  We 
actually start to become advocates in the Focus step, but it’s at this point that we are starting to really 
get our hands dirty.  At this point the difference between having empathy, and being an advocate for 
something is very obvious.  Helping the least of these is now coming from a desire of the heart, and not 
a sense of duty. 

 
-Empathy can be shown from a distance, and with advocacy there is no distance.  Becoming an advocate for 
something or someone means that we’re with them in their need.  We must speak and act on their behalf 
because they can’t speak and act for themselves.  
 
-The question we need to ask is; who are you acting for?  For some of us, it starts with asking God to give us a 
heart for the hurting.  It’s going to look different for each one of us.  While some of us might be drawn to our 
neighbors or co-workers, other may be drawn to the widows, poor, elderly.  It’s so important for each of us to 
know what God is asking us to do.  As a church we want to support each other in our various callings. 
 
To engage ourselves in this process all we must do is ask.  As God lays his purposes on our heart, we simply go 
out and give something a try.  We may not know where were supposed to focus so we have to try different 
things.  Once it’s clear, focus most on that which you have a passion for.  Once you know your focus, don’t be 
afraid to sacrifice.  Do your best to give all you have to that which Jesus himself has called you to; leitourgio. 
 
“This is how you remember God: you bless those who need it the most in the same way that God blessed you 
when you needed it the most.”  -Rob Bell  
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Resources 
 
Publications 
 

“The Tangible Kingdom”   
 -Hugh Halter & Matt Smay 
 
“Jesus Wants to Save Christians” 
 -Rob Bell & Don Golden 


