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Training Objective: every believer has a perfect peace with God and continuing to grow in Christ 
means to make peace with others.   

I. What 

 To be a peacemaker is requiring you to have peace with God and with fellow believers in your 
daily Christian life. It affirms you that Jesus is the Prince of peace and you are his people. Peace is given 
to you as well as demands your work for it. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. (Matt.5:9) 

II. Why 

A. The shalom means “peace; completeness; wholly”. The root is a common Semitic root with 
the meaning "peace" in many East or near Eastern languages. The OT is full of the language 
of peace, by which one person wishes peace upon another, or someone wishes to be and to 
live in peace, free from trouble from enemies and from other dangers. 

B. The emphasis in the Pentateuch focuses on the sacrificial law to make peace with God. It is 
more important to have peace with God than between peoples. The  peace offerings are found 
in Exod. 20:24; 24:5; 29:28; 32:6, and Num. 6, 7, 15, and 29, and also in Leviticus (Lev. 3; 4; 
6; 7; 9; 10; 17; 19; 22; 23). The key elements of the peace offering are the sacrifice of 
animals and the pouring out of their blood. Peace is the result of the high cost of life. 

C. Another OT emphasis is in prophet Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. It reflects the historical 
troubles of the time. when Israel broke the relationship with God, despite God’s provision of 
sacrifice as a means of making peace, the people had no peace, either in the land or with 
God.(Isa 48:22; 57:21; 59:8; Jere.6:14; 8:11; 30:5; and Eze. 13.) 

D. Isaiah predicts the coming of a redeemer who will embody the real peace and bring it to 
God’s people. (Isa. 9; 11; 53)  

E. Other place in OT also emphasis peace is from the Lord. “The LORD Is Peace” is in book of 
Judges (Jdg. 6:23-24; Ref. Num. 6:26).  

F. Peace is also covenantal from the God to His people (Num. 25:12; 1 Kings 2:33) 
G. In NT, the gospel emphasizes the concept of peace by prioritizing relations with God over 

those with other humans, including family, which extends the concept but still keeps the same 
emphasis in OT ( Matt. 10:34; ref. Luke 12:51). 

H. Jesus brings peace on those who are troubled with afflictions, healing them and telling them 
to go their way in peace (Luke 4:35; 7:50; 8:48), and he commands peace upon the physical 
elements.(Mark 4:39) 

I. Jesus demonstrated his relationship to the world and to humanity as God’s agent, he is the 
Kingdom of God (Luke 19:38, 42; John 14:27; 16:33).  



J. Jesus (not animal sacrifice) directly mediates the peace of God to those who are troubled; 
hence his appropriate use of the word ‘Peace’ to greet his disciples after the resurrection 
(Luke 24:36; John 20:19, 21, 26) 

K. The Pauline letters are full of the concept of peace. Paul wishes “grace and peace” to his 
readers (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2; Col. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; 
2 Thess. 1:2; Philem. 3; Titus 1:4; cf. 1 Tim. 1:2 and 2 Tim. 1:2) 

L. Paul defines his peace and reconciliation language in 2 Corinthians 5; Roman 5; Colossians 
1-3; Ephesians 2) 

M. In John’s letter and Revelation, and Peter’s letter, they reflect a similar orientation. To have 
peace is to make action for fellow-Christians (1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2; 2 John 3; 3 John 14; Rev. 
1:4), which made possible by trusting God in faith.  

N. The key message of NT is that God desires peace with man, to the point of acting to bring it 
about; the redemptive work of Christ upon the cross, in particular his death, and resurrection 
have effected peaceful relations between God and man, and made possible and peaceful 
relations between those who believe in him. He is the ultimate peacemaker. 

O. God also requires us to make peace with other fellow Christian, unbelievers and his creations 
(Matt. 5:9; Rom 2:10; 2 Cor. 5:19). 

P. Both OT and NT tell us that to bring “good news” is to give peace (Isa. 52:7; Nah. 1:15; Acts 
10:36.) 

Q. One of fruits for a matured Christian is “peace” (Luke 8:22-25; Gal. 5:22). 

III. How 

A. Daily practice: abiding with Christ in every aspects of your life, i.e. in your marriage, with your 
children, your parents and your relatives, your coworkers, unbelievers, your fellow believers and 
your church, guided by the scripture (specially the Gospel) and with the Holy Spirit, pray with 
God constantly and with the one purpose to glorify God (Matt. 5:9 and other gospel books). 

B. Understand the concept of peace and how to deal with conflicts others. 
a. Peace: peace is from God. Peace has to make, and not to keep. 
b. Conflict: when facing the fire of a conflict, look at your desire (“must have” is an idol to 

cause the conflict). (Phil. 2:4; John 13:35; 17:23; Matt. 22:36-39) 
C. Ultimate Purpose is to glorify God. (Ps. 37:1; John 14:15; Rom 12:17-21; 1 Cor. 10:31; Phil 2:4-

9; Col. 3:1-4; James 3:17-18; 4:1-3; 1 Peter 2:12)) 
D. Removal of Idol from yourself first. 

a. Know and look at yourself first( Prov. 28:13; Matt. 7:3-5; Luke 19:8; Col. 3:5-14; 1 John 
1:8-9) 

b. Effective apology is requiring you to address everyone involved, to avoid using If, But 
and Maybe; to admit your wrongdoings specifically; acknowledge the hurt you caused to 
others; to accept your own consequences; to change your behaviors; to ask for 
forgiveness sincerely.(Ps. 41:4; Matt. 7:3-5; Luke 19:8; Ps. 51; Eph. 4:22-23; 1 John 1:8-
9; Prov. 28:13-14; Gen. 50:15-17) 

c. When asking real forgiveness, it mean: I will not dwell on this incident again; not bring 
this up and use it against you; not talk to others about it; not allow this incident to stand 
between us or hinder our personal relationship (Matt 6:12; 1 Cor. 13:5; Eph. 4:32).  



E. Restore relationship gently. (Prov. 19:11; Matt 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 6:1-8; Gal 6:1-2;Eph 4:29; 2Tim. 
2:24; James 5:9) 

F. Reconcile – pursue genuine peace and reconciliation by forgiving others as God, for Christ’s sake, 
has forgiven us, and seeking just and mutually beneficial solution to our difference. (Matt. 5:23-
24; 6:12; 7:12; Eph. 4:1-3, 32; Phil 2:2-3) 

G. Overcome Evil with God – five secrets for resolving conflict 
a. Pray God for help.(Matt. 5:44) 
b. Keep peace with God (Rom. 12:14) 
c. Near godly people (Prov. 13:20) 
d. Do the right thing (Rom 12:17) 
e. The last one: “overcome evil with good” (Rom 12:20-21; Isa.53:7) 

IV. Resources 

A. Publications/Illustrations 

1. Tozer, A.W., The Pursuit of God, WLC, Greensboro, NC (2009)  
2. Sande, Ken, the Peacemaker, Baker Books, Grand Rapids MI (2004) 
3. Peacemaking Principles Pamphlet (Peacemaker Ministry) 
4. Powlison, David, Speaking Truth In Love, New Growth Press, Greensboro, NC (2005) 

B. DVDs 

1. Resolving Everyday Conflict small group study, a 8-week study (Peacemaker ministry) 

 


