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The Importance of Serving as part of the Christian’s Life 
 
Training Objective: That the Believer (Disciple) understands that God designed us to 

glorify him through our Service and how to use the believers 
gifting to glorify God. 

1. What? 
The opportunity to serve God with the gifts he has given us is a 
privilege not to be disregarded.  We have been given gifts so that we 
may glorify God throughout every area of our lives. (1 Peter 4:10,       
1 Corinthians 10:31) 

2. Why? 
The Disciple may have a number of reasons to serve, take some time 
to examine their motivations for serving. 
a. Unbiblical motivations for serving 

i. Some people may try to earn their salvation by serving, 
but this is contradictory to God’s grace through salvation. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9, Galatians 3:1-9) 

ii. Someone with a false guilt is failing to trust God to 
forgive all of their sins, and is trying to work off their 
guilt thinking that it will help God to forgive them. 
(Colossians 2:13, 1 John 1:9) 

iii. Serving for financial gain, popularity or power would be 
serving with selfish desires. Here are a few examples of 
people in the bible who were selfishly motivated. 
(Philippians 1:1-18, 3 John :9-10) 
Here are some examples warning against selfish desires. 
(2 Corinthians 4:2-5, Galatians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 
4:10) 

iv. Fear of the unknown may be keeping you from serving 
b. Biblical motivations for serving 

i. To maximize God's glory (Psalm 106:47) 
ii. To maximize the believers joy (Psalm 16:11) 

iii. It is amazing that both God and the new created Spirit in 
the Christian reach their fullest satisfaction together.   

1. How then do we bring the two to a maximum 
together? 

i. Obedience 
ii. Love 

iii. Faith-fullness 
iv. Sacrifice 
v. “God is most glorified when I am most 

satisfied in Him.” (Dr. John Piper) 
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iv. A love for God is shown through obedient service to 
glorify and become more intimate with Him. (Colossians 
1:10, 1 Thessalonians 4:1, 1 John 4:16)  

v. Gratefully serving because of what God has done in our 
life. Our service and our life becomes a living sacrifice to 
him. (Romans 12:1-2, Galatians 2:20, 1 Timothy 1:12)  

vi. Serving from a selfless attitude, that any rewards received 
on earth (Mark 10:28-31) or in heaven (Matthew 16:27, 
Revelations 22:12) would bring glory to God. 

vii. A desire to be faithful with the gifts entrusted to you, 
serving with your gifts. (Luke 17:7-10, Acts 20:24,          
1 Peter 4:10-11) 

viii. We have been created for service by Him and for Him.  
1. “I recall our Golden Retriever that absolutely LOVED 

chasing after a ball and bringing it back to me.  She 
could play that game without tiring and was happiest 
when retrieving because that what she was created 
to do.  When she wasn't retrieving, she wasn't as 
happy.  Similarly, Christian's were "....created in 
Christ for good works...." (Eph. 4:10), so naturally it 
would follow that if we are engaged in service, we will 
find contentment - doing what we were created for. 
 I believe whole-heartedly that many Christians lack 
contentment and joy because they're not engaged in 
good works.  Especially in America, we've turned into 
"consumer Christians" attempting to find satisfaction 
in getting something from Church instead of following 
God's plan of serving with joy!  This is simply a 
matter of trying to find our own solutions to what we 
need rather than following God's prescription.  When 
we follow our own ways and not His plans, we will be 
left empty and still searching.” (Jeff Lemons) 

3. How? 
 Help the Disciple to discover his/her Spiritual Gifts, by sharing 
knowledge, resources and opportunities to use and develop his/her gifts. 

a. Know how God has gifted you and be prepared to share how you 
discovered your gifting. 

b. Have the Disciple read the following scriptures and discuss and 
answer the questions below. (Romans 12:4-8, 1 Corinthians 12:1-
11, Ephesians 4:11-13) 

i. When do you receive Spiritual Gifts? 
ii. How many spiritual gifts are you able to find in these 

passages? 
iii. How many of those Spiritual Gifts stick out to you as 

something that you see yourself gifted in? 
iv. What is the purpose of Spiritual Gifts? 
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v. Considering the fact that the Holy Spirit gives a gift to 
every believer, why do you think that there are still some 
Christians who think that they have nothing to offer? 

c. Use the resources listed below to further discover the Disciple’s 
gifting. These tools are designed to give direction toward what 
your Spiritual Gifts are. They are not the “Gift Giver” 

i.  http://www.ntnl.org/gifts.asp (online Spiritual Gift 
Inventory) 

ii. Inquest Ministries Spiritual Gift Inventory (available in 
the church library) 

iii. http://mintools.com/spiritual-gifts-test.htm (online 
Spiritual Gifts Inventory) 

d. How do I know what my Spiritual Gifts are? 
i. Think about sitting in the stands watching a baseball game 

trying to figure out what position you would be best at by 
sitting in the stands. You can’t guess your position. Having 
never played baseball, you sit in the stands. You have to get 
out on the field. You go to shortstop. They hit you some 
grounders. They pop off your knees, your chest; you take 
one on the lips. So you say, “I’m not an infielder. Let me try 
the outfield. Hit me some flies.” So then they hit some high 
flies and you miss. You’re not very good. “How about the 
pitcher?” You step up on the mound and you pitch. You 
throw the ball in the stands and it hits a little kid. You 
know you’re not a pitcher. What position is left? The 
catcher. You get to wear a mask and you get to bend down 
and you’re looking at guys’ rears and you go, “This is it! I 
like dressing up! I like to wear that big glove! I like to wear 
that mask!” But you’d never guess that sitting in the stands. 
(Doug Fields) 

ii. Encourage the disciple to try serving in different areas, 
they may find that they enjoy serving in an area that they 
never would have thought they would enjoy. 

1. Serve where you feel God calling you. 
2. Serve in things that you enjoy doing. 
3. Serve when you don’t want to.  

e. You are not happy unless you are doing what God designed you to 
do. 

i. Pray with the disciple that God would use them in a way 
that brings joy to them. 

f. God has prepared us to serve him, with the gifts he has given each 
of us. (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

i. It is not because of our good works we are saved. (Titus 
3:5) 

ii. We are saved for good works (Ephesians 2:9) 
1. We will duplicate Christ’s good works. 
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4. Additional Resources 
a. Books 

i. Discover Your Spiritual Gifts by C. Peter Wagner 
ii. The Beginner's Guide to Spiritual Gifts by Sam Storms 

iii. Spiritual Gift Inventory by InQuest Ministries 
b. Internet 

i. http://www.allaboutreflections.org/serving-god.htm 
ii. http://www.thevoicemagazine.com/spiritual-growth/242-

serving-god-on-purpose.html  
 

 
 

 


